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SUBJECT: LONDON DOCKERS BOYCOTT GRAPES 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: RICHARD CHAVEZ. OF THE UNITED FARM- 
WORKERS UNION (AFL-CIO) VISITED LONDON ON FRIDAY AND 
SATURDAY (JANUARY 1 1-12) IN ORDER TO SECURE SUPPORT FOR 
UFW'S BOYCOTT OF CALIFORNIA GRAPES BEING IMPORTED INTO 
THE UK. HE MET WITH LEADER JACK JONES AND OTHER OFFI- 
CIALS OF THE TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS UNION (TGWU) 
WHO REPORTEDLY PROMISED SUPPORT FOR THE UFW ACTION 
BUT WERE VERY CAREFUL, PERHAPS IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE 
LEGAL SANCTIONS UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT 
CURRENTLY IN FORCE, NOT TO SPELL OUT SPECIFIC FORMS 

OF ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY 

2. HOWEVER, LONDON DOCKERS HAVE ALREADY TAKEN WHAT 
AMOUNTS TO "UN-DIRECTED" ACTION WHICH HAS ALREADY 
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NIA GRAPES WHICH HAD TO BE DIVERTED TO PORTS IN EUROPE. 
ACCORDING TO A REPORT FROM ONE LONDON IMPORTER, SAPHIR 
SONS AND COMPANY, THE SO-CALLED NO. 1 DOCKS GROUP 
COMMITTEE OF THE TGWU DECIDED ON JANUARY 3, 1974 TO 
REFUSE TO UNLOAD CONSIGNMENTS OF GRAPES FROM THE SHIP 
"WILD CURLEW" AND THE CONSIGNMENT WAS DIVERTED TO 
HAMBURG. ANOTHER SHIP, "THE WILD CORMORANT," CARRYING 
A CONSIGNMENT OF GRAPES FROM LOS ANGELES TO LONDON, 
WAS ALSO DIVERTED TO ROTTERDAM. IN ADDITION TO ACTION 
OF THE LONDON DOCKERS, PORTERS AT COVENT GARDEN 
MARKETS HAVE ALSO DECIDED NOT TO HANDLE CALIFORNIA 
GRAPES. 

3. AN ARTICLE IN THE FINANCIAL TIMES (JANUARY 12) 

REPORTS THAT CHAVEZ IS ALSO ENLISTING SUPPORT FOR A 
CONSUMER BOYCOTT AGAINST SAFEWAY STORES IN THE UK. 

THE FT ARTICLE STATES: "SAFEWAY HAS BEEN SELECTED 
BECAUSE, SAID CHAVEZ, ITS US PARENT WAS A BIG 
PURCHASER OF NON-UNION PRODUCE, AND HAD ACTIVELY 
INTERVENED IN THE DISPUTE BETWEEN FARM WORKERS AND 
GROWERS." 

4. FRED SILVERMAN, THE TGWU OFFICIAL CONCERNED WITH 
THE BOYCOTT ISSUE, WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE DOCKERS AND 
PORTERS ACTION CONTRAVENED THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
ACT REPLIED THAT "THIS WAS THE $64 QUESTION." HE 
IMPLIED THAT THE TGWU WAS BEING CAREFUL IN AVOIDING 
THE APPEARANCE OF DIRECT ORDERS TO ITS MEMBERS NOT TO 
UNLOAD THE GRAPES. HOWEVER, HE ADDED THAT THE TGWU 
WAS SUGGESTING TO IMPORTERS TO "TRY TO DO WITHOUT 
GRAPES AND TO GET THEIR GRAPES FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE" 

IN VIEW OF THE EXISTING DANGER TO THEIR SUPPLIES. 

FURTHER INFORMATION WILL BE REPORTED AS AVAILABLE. 

SOHM 
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